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Josephine, had a tortoise-shell snuff-box, which had been presented to her husband by the late King George III, and on which was executed a portrait which greatly resembled his Majesty. This box was one day placed upon the table, where the Empress and the lady were seated at work. Napoleon entered the room, and observing the box, took it up, and having examined the portrait, put it down again, saying, that from all the representations which he had seen of that monarch, he should imagine that it greatly resembled him. The lady, alarmed lest the Emperor should be offended, was at a loss to know how to act. The next day, of course, she did not use her box, and was endeavouring to apologize to Josephine, for displaying unintentionally what she supposed might have given offence to the Emperor. Josephine replied, that she did not conceive that such a circumstance could at all affect the mind of her husband ; " but/* added she, " as that box appears to me to be too large for you, will you do me the favour to accept this, which is smaller, and of gold ? " The gift was received with acknowledgments of gratitude for the delicate manner in which it had been bestowed. A few days after, walking in the gardens of the palace, the Emperor approached her ; and, with his usual affability, addressed her by saying, " Bon jour, Madame I Permettez moi une ^prise de votre tabac." The lady presented the new box which had been given to her by the Empress; which Buonaparte observing said, " You have laid aside the box which contained the portrait of the King of England, and which I much admired. Believe me, madam/' said he, observing that she appeared abashed, " I have a mind superior to such unworthy prejudices. I admirend succeeds inre,y on the death of Augustus, fifth Earl, on August 8, 1810.
